THE 
Dangerous Conſequences 
Of REPEALING the 


SACRAMENTAL TEsT at this Time, 
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Plainly Demonſtrated. 


Duath Ralpho, it is Time to doubt you, 
I ben you fo boldly lay about you : 
Chain up a Fox, and change his Diet, 
IF you intend to keep him quiet; 
or, let him, but a Moment, looſe, 
Dull find it hard to fave your Gooſe. HUDitBRAs, 
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make any additional Obſer- 
vations ſeem unneceſſary : .Yet every 
Man naturally imagines himſelf of 
ſufficient Eiiportances to demand At- 


rention from che Publick, when he 


offers, what appears to him, of real 
Uſe and Service to his Country. 
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8 © Stag Herd have been 0 
| z great a Multitude of Ari. 
ters upon this Subject, as to 


Dangerow Gelen Ke. 
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To conſult the true Benefit of that 
Conſtitution and Government, under 
which we enjoy thoſe invaluable Bleſ- 
ſings of Life and Liberty, ought cer- 
tainly to be every honeſt Man' firſt 
Principle of Action: This I declare 
to be my Motive to this preſent ſhort 
Eſſay, which, I hope, will appear to 
be written with a ſincere; View; to 
promote the true Intereſt of chis Na- 
tion. 8 | 8 N 
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It may not be amiſs to obſerve, 
in the firſt place , the gradual Steps 


which our Proteſlant Diſſenters have ta- 


ken, at different Times, to accompliſh. 
their Schemes for Interef al Tu 


in the State. 
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Till of late Vears, they never plead- 
ed for more than a bare Toleration; 
that is, for Liberty to ſerve God ac- 
cording to their own Way of Worſhip : 


In this, by the Lenity of ſeveral Un- 


perſecuting Princes, they have for many 
Vears been indulged; and now, they 
are only more reſtleſs and impatient 
to enlarge their Power, and remove 


chat ſmgle Obſtacle, which excludes 


them from the abſolute Goyernmenr 
of. this Nation. 


From this Obſeryation of their 
paſt and preſent Conduct, what may 
we reaſonably expect, bur that a 
Conceſſion to this Requeſt would only 
prove a Step to ſome future Demand, 
equally deſtructive to our preſent 2 

| fiitution, 
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ſitution, and calculated to give Birth 
to new Tumulte and biſe dn 260% 008 


That the Diſſenters. dives ban: al 
ways Subverters of the Conſtitution, 
(however ſpecious their Pretences may 


be to the Contrary) is undeniable; 
their Principles are known to be di- 


rectly the Reverle of thoſe of the Efia- 
 blifked Church; and conſequently, it 
will be no difficult Matter to con- 
ceive, what Diſorder, what Faction, 
what Content ion mult neceſſarily ariſe, 
from having the Conduct of Publick 
Affairs entruſted to Perſons of ſuch 
various, and diſſonant Opinions. 


* It may always be obſervable, that 
Hatred . and Violence 30 between two 
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more inflamed by different Views of 
7 Intereſt, than by any manner of Dif- 
a . ferences in Religion Aud Government: L 
£ And of Conſequence, the Deſſenters, 
and thoſe of the E piſcopal Church, 
would perpetually dilagree : The One, 


anxious to encreaſe its Dominion, and 


the Other as reſolute to maintain its 
antient Power and Privileges. From 


two ſuch contending. Parties, or Bo- 


nent Members of the 


dies in a State, there muſt inevitably 
15 at laſt enſue, an entire Subverſion 
even of the Government itſelf. 


It has been urged, by ſome emi- 
Diſſenting 
Community, that it may be highly 
Injudicious in the Ainiſiry, to reject 


the Demands of ſo powerful a Body, as 
\ Fw are univerſally allowed to be: 
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In anſwer to which, I think it may, 


not improperly, be asked; if rhey 
are already ſo very powerful, as 
to be dreaded by the Directors of the 
Publick Concerns, ought they to 
meet with more Indulgence, to make 
them ſtill more Conſiderable, and more 


Powerful? 


I believe, the Diſſenters themſelves 
will readily acknowledge, that they 
have been treated with greater Lenity 
and Indulgence, by his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, and his Royal Predeceſſor, than 
any other Nation under Heaven 
would have treated thoſe of a Com- 
munion ſo different from their own: 
They enjoy full Liberty in the Exer- 


ciſe of their Religion, and ſhare all F 
the Benefits of Trade and Commerce, © 
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With thoſe: of the Eſfabliſted Church. 


If therefore they are not eaſy, under 


their preſent happy Situation, it will 


be abſolutely impoſſible to make 


them ſo; unleſs, by perpetual Con- 


ceſſions ro ſuch new Requeſts, as 


their Ambition ſhall hereafter prompt 
them to make; although it may be 


ply with them. 


wholly inconſiſtent with the Peace 
and Proſperity of the Publick to com- 
If under all choſe 
Advantages, which at this Moment 
they poſſeſs, they are ſtill reſtleſs and 
aſpiring; the next Attempt perhaps 


may be, to extirpate the whole Epiſ- 
coal Order, and introduce a new 


4 
4 


5 


Form of Religion and Government. 


Ic "Us been YO that the Dutch, 
Ran are molt diſtinguiſhed for allow- 
B 2 ing 
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ing Liberty of Conſcience to all Sets 


and Religions whatſoever ; ate at the 


ſame time ſo reſolutely Induſtrious to 


preſerve their own Conſtitution unalter- | 


ed, thar they never admit any Per- 
ſons into Civil Employments, who 
profeſs a different Scheme of Worſhip 
from themſelves. The Conduct of 
that prudent People, is certainly a 
Precedent not unworthy of our Imi- 
tation; it has, for many Years, prov- 
ed the Support of their Conſtitution 
and equal Caution in us may be as 
neceſſary to the Support, and Pre- 
ſervation of our own. 


I muſt indeed confeſs, that it may 
very juſtly be urged, as ſomewhar 
unreaſonable, to oblige a Man to be 
Guilty of any one Religious Action in 
his 
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( 9 ] 
his Life, to qualify himſelf for a va- 
luable Employment; and, that one 
ſhould be under a Neceſſity of ſeem- 
ing to ſerve God, before he can be 
thought worthy to ſerve * King, or 
bis Country. 


The Law, lod, ſuppoſes 
every Man, who is encruſted with an 


Office, to be of the eſtabliſhed Reli- 


gion, IF ANY: But, certainly, 
it is very little leſs, than meer Hard- 
ſhip, Conſtraint, and Impoſition, to 
be obliged to ſhew any Signs of Reli- 
gion at all, _ 
5 Suppoſe, it might ſeem conveni- 
ent to the Legiſlative Power, to en- 
act, that all manner of Perſons, who 


yere to bo admitted into, or continu» 


ed 


[16 ] 

ed in any Civil Employment, ſhould: 
give inconteſtable Aſſurances of their 
bing only CHRISTIANS Al- 
though ſuch a perverſe Law would 
probably produce many Vacancies in 
his Majeſty's Wenne yet it is uni- 
verſally doubted, whether the Diſſenters 
would not then find it more difficult 
to qualiſy themſelves Legally, than 
under their preſent Situation ; or whe- 
ther they might not as juſtly alledge, 
that the Tendency of ſuch a Law mult 
be, to exclude them more effectually 
than ever, from Places of Truſt and 
Profit under the Governmeut. 
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I do not hint this, to give our Sec- 
taties the leaſt new Cauſe of Uneaſi- 
nels, as if ſuch a Bill was to be laid 
bufore the Houſe of Commons this 
3 Seſſhon ; © 
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[11 7 
Seſſion ; but if accidentally a Law of 
this Nature ſhould be enacted, per- 
haps it might be found more truly 
Deſtructive of their Views and Expefta- 
tions, than even the Corporation and 
Teſt Acts, againſt which they ſo ous 


ly murmur and complain. 


I believe, it i2 univerſally agreed, 
that by receiving this Sacramental 
Teſt, a Man muſt be ſuppoſed to 
renounce all Difroneſi iy, Fraud, Oppref- 
fron, Injuſtice, and ſuch like: Yer 
perhaps, on the proper Application 
of all theſe Beneficial Talents, two 
Thirds or more of his Annual In- 
come are entirely dependent. This, 
I think, may juſtly. be accounted 
a Caſe of ſome Difhculty and Di- 
ſtreſs: However, I cannot ſay, chat 


this 
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this Conſideration appears to have 


been any great Burthen to tendeg 
Conſciences, or any Deduction from 
the Revenues of Publick Employments. 


The two Sets, againſt which the 
Rulers of this Nation ought parti- 


cularly to guard, are the Diſſenters, 


and the Papiſte; both equally zea- 
lous in a bad Cauſe, and the Prin- 
ciples of both equally tending to the 
Deſtruction of our preſent Happy 


Conſtitution. 


Should the Papiffs prevail, they 
would undoubtedly leave no Method 
untried to aboliſh the Proteſtant Faith; 
and the other Seffaries, if once veſted 
with proper Power and Authority, 
Wald labour to ſubvert the Church 
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Aa induſtriouſly as thoſe of the —_— 
4 Communion.” 
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„A ceves it muſt be confeſſed, 


N that although theſe different Fafions 


have been always equally ſolicitous 
to deſttoy our Religion and Govern- 
ment; yet, if we take an impartial 
vr of the Conduct of both Papiſts 
and Diſſenters in this Kingdom, as 
each of them in their Turn tontri- 
buted to the Diſturbance and Detri- 
ment of the Publick, we ſhall find 


| 1 |. the latter to have been, accideritally, 


i more deltructive an: rhe former. 


The Papiſts 1 at one perni- 

. cious. A, ' which was, entirely to 
root out the Proteſtant Religion, and 
| in irs ſtead to plant and eſtabliſh their 
EA C own : 
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own: In which Attempt, they, ab- 


ſolutely failed, by the great Provi- N 


dence, and Mercy of God, and the 
timely Aſſiſtance of our late Glorious 


KING WILLIAM: But che Diſeu- 


ters have attem Jy ted three Actions far 
more pernicious, and more fatal; 
which were, the Deſtruction of their 
King, the Subverſion of the, Monar- 


 chy, and the Extirpation of the * 
and $a in ew al, 
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per to enquixe, before the Diſſent ers 


be admitted into a Partnerſhip of the 
Government, by the Repeal of the 
7e. At, whethet they have, ſince ; FG 


chat time, kither publickly or pri- 


AY vately renounced an One of thoſe 0 
75 | Principles A 


N (15 J 
i 3 Principles upon which their Prede- 
¶ ceſſurs then acted. If they have not, 
Jas 1 believe it will appear upon En: 
quiry, it is impoſſible to place chem 
upon an equal Foot with thoſe of 
# che Eftabliſhed Church, in Point of 
Civil Power and Employment, with 
y © Security ro the State, with Safety to 
the Church, or with the real Intereſt 


x his ae and his People. 


3 1 The Diſſnters, we may be aſſured, 
ible | 1 will never be induced to acknow- 
cal edge Epiſcopacy, and conſequently, 
-þ there cannot be any probable Method 
of reconciling thoſe Differences, which 
will always ſubſiſt between them and 
us; unleſs, thoſe of the Church of 
England, can by any means be per- 
Yuaded- to give up Epiſcopacy as a 


C4 Thing 


Thing indi ls Which might prove 
a Work of too much Time and Ma- 
nagement for the preſent Exigency, ; 
ane appear, on Experiment, not ve- 
ry prackicable in this Generation. f 
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From the ſeveral foregoing Rea | 
{ons and Obſervations, I chink it may 
fairly be concluded, that no reaſon- 
able Man, who profeſſeth himſelf a 
Member of the Eſtabliſhed Church, (al- 
though perhaps wich little inward 5 1 
Regard to any Religion) who covets bf 5 | 
the Proſperity of the King, or the 
Peace and Welfare of his Country, 
can, after calm Conſideration, 'defire ® 
to ſee a Power placed again in the 
Hands of ſo reſtleſs and fo ambi- 
tious a Serr of People, to enable then 
to give the W of this King. 
| dom 
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dom, a Second Proof of their Vio- 
bus and Severity. 
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The Cider ation a Ti f Aft; are 
evidently a ſtrong Securiry to the 
> Crown, and a powerful Support to 

Rea · the Conſtitution; and have been eſtee- 
may med fo, by many preceding Princes 
fon- and Governments, who were as mild 
lf a and condeſcending to the Diſſenters, 
„(al. as the Liberties of the Subject, and 
ward Y the Intereſt of the Publick would 
overs. permit them to be: It is therefore 
the highly improper in them, to requeſt 
ry, what will prove fo apparently detri- 
deſire mental to the Government, both in 
\ the © Church and State, when they have 
mbi- the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to be ſatisfied 
them with that Indulgence, which they con- 
Ting. tinually receive from Thoſe in Autho- 
dom * | I hope 
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1 1 he TR 40 fo Gals 
ble of their Happineſs under his pre- 
few Majeſty.” chat they will attend to 
Reaſon, and lay aſide: all further At- 
tempts to rope thoſe Ale, which 
appear to be of ſuch; Importance to 
tho Government in Particular and 
_ Nation in General. 1 


1 5 bund thay obſtinacely pen 


mM in their Undertaking, ſo fir, as 
to petition the Hauſe on this HH 


have not the leaſt Doubt of the * 


Proceedings of that Zdonqurable Body: 

Being convinced, hat there will 
_— appear in that Aſembly, a 
ſufficient Number of true Friends to 
Sa: Ving and Camry, ahd true Lo- 
ert of our preſent happy Conflita- 


lion, 
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tion, to reject all Schemes injurious 
to the Publick, and to promote eve- 
ry thing, which may tend to the 


Advancement of the National Honour 
and Intereſt. 
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